
What Could Have Been
Suri and Malky were sitting on the 

city bus on their way home from work. 
“Did you hear the good news?” said 
Suri. “Leah got engaged last night!” 

“Oh, wow, that’s wonderful,” 
replied Malky. As they discussed the 
new kallah (bride), the conversation 
took an ominous turn. 

“You know,” said Malky, “I really 
hope her chosson (groom) won’t mind 
her bossiness. Sometimes, she can really 
be overbearing.”

“Yeah, and you know, as great a 
girl as she is, she isn’t the neatest,” 
said Suri. “Hope he knows how to 
sweep and mop.” The two girls giggled 
and continued to discuss Leah’s 
shortcomings.

Suddenly, the woman behind them 
spoke up. “I’m so glad I’m sitting behind 
you. You see, I’m the chassan’s aunt, and 
my family really had no idea about all 
the issues this girl has! I’ll be sure to let 
them know to look into it.”

Suri and Malky paled as they 
realized what a mess they had created, 
and immediately tried to ameliorate the 
damage. But the woman just smiled and 
said, “Yes, yes, I understand, I’ll just let 
my brother and sister-in-law know what 
they need to check into.”

The girls spent the next few minutes 
in dead silence, realizing they may have 
very well just destroyed their friend’s 
shidduch.

Several stops later, the woman 
rose to get off the bus. Just before she 
descended the steps, she said to the 
ashen-faced girls, “I’m not really the 
chassan’s aunt. But I could have been.”

Tozra’as, a spiritual malady, occurs 
due to a variety of spiritual shortcomings, 
notably lashon hara (slander). The 
destructive power of improper speech 
cannot be overstated.
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Tzora’as is bad, right? Tzora’as, 
often mistranslated as leprosy, is a 
physical ailment brought on by spiritual 
shortcomings that can manifest itself 
on human skin, clothing and houses. It 
makes a lot of sense to say that it’s bad, 
considering that it renders its bearer 
impure, requires a Jew afflicted by it to 
remove himself from civilization, can be 
the cause of burning of garments and 
destruction of homes, and, as previously 
mentioned, is caused by a variety of 
spiritual shortcomings. In conclusion, I 
think it’s safe to say that tzora’as is bad.

But Rashi throws us for a loop. The 
Torah states (Metzorah 14:34), “When 
you arrive in the Land of Canaan… I 
will place a tzora’as affliction upon a 
house.” The verse’s language is odd, for 
by all other discussion of tzora’as, the 
Torah opens by saying, “If such-and-such 
occurs…” Here, however, in the context 
of tzora’as on a house, the word “If” does 
not appear. 

Rashi explains that the Canaanites 
hid their valuables in their homes ahead 
of the Jewish invasion of the Land 
of Canaan. Hashem would cause the 
tzora’as to appear so as to necessitate the 
destruction of the house, thus allowing 
the Jewish owner to discover the far 
more valuable treasures hiding in the 
walls. The Torah is informing us that 
this type of tzora’as would occur, thus 
obviating use of the word “If.” This 
would seem to indicate that tzora’as is, in 
fact, a positive thing, not a malady that 

one wants to avoid. So, would the real 
tzora’as please stand up?

Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar 
Rav (1887-1979), points out that if 
Hashem wanted the Jewish owner of the 
home to discover the treasure without 
having to lose his home over it, He could 
have, in His omnipotence, provided an 
alternate way to find the treasure. The 
fact that Hashem specifically chose 
tzora’as as the means to provide the 
treasure is a message from Hashem to 
the (former) homeowner: Although you 
deserve to find this treasure, you also 
have some shortcomings you need to 
work on. And even as this newly-wealthy 
individual is praising Hashem for his 
riches, he’d better also engage in some 
serious soul-searching and discover, 
within himself, why Hashem needed 
to give him this punishment of tzora’as 
even as He provided him with a great 
deal of affluence.  

The Torah is thus teaching us a vital 
message: Sometimes Hashem sends us 
mixed messages. A positive event may 
occur, but with some negative aspects. 
Conversely, a misfortune may befall a 
person, but there may be a Divine smile 
hiding in the creases of the events. It 
is important not just to look at the big 
picture and recognize when one has 
been the recipient of goodness or made 
to suffer, but to also search the details 
and see what other messages Hashem is 
sending us.   

By Rabbi Mordechai Fleisher
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Last week we asked: On which three 
days of the festivals is the portion of 
“Kol Habechor” (Devarim 15:19-16:17) 
read, and what custom is based on the 
reading of these days?

A: In the Diaspora, it is read on Shmini 
Atzeres, the eighth day of Pesach, and 
the second day of Shavuos. (In Eretz 
Yisroel it is never read.) This section  
of the Torah focuses on charitable 
giving. Yizkor is recited on these days, 

and those reciting Yizkor promise to 
donate money for charitable purposes 
as a merit for the deceased. 

This week’s question:  What is the 
maximum number of consecutive 
weeks that the number of Torah 
scrolls removed from the Ark on 
Shabbos can differ from one week to 
the next?

To submit an answer to Rabbi Zions, 
email ryz@denverkollel.org 

THE M.B. GLASSMAN 
FOUNDATION GOLD ADOPT-A-
BUBBY PROGRAM
Do you know of a senior – a parent, 
grandparent, aunt, uncle, neighbor, 
fellow congregant – who would 
benefit from a weekly phone call 
to schmooze, share a thought on 
the parsha or Jewish calendar, or 
just say hello? Do you have a few 
minutes a week to call a senior in the 
community and make a difference 
in the life of another? Contact the 
Denver Community Kollel’s M.B. 
Glassman Foundation GOLD Adopt-
A-Bubby program! Call Joyce 
Litzman at the Denver Community 
Kollel, at 303-820-2855, or email 
jlitzman@denverkollel.org.

A DEEPER LOOK AT THE PARSHA
The weekly parsha is replete with 
halachic issues. Every week, Rabbi 
Mordechai Fleisher will choose one 
topic based on the parsha, and 
lead an in-depth exploration of 
the sources and practical halachic 
conclusions of that issue.
The class takes place Sunday 
mornings at EDOS, 198 S. Holly St.
Shacharis is at 7:30 am, and is 
followed by breakfast and the class 
at approximately 8:15 am.
For more info, please contact Rabbi 
Fleisher rmf@denverkollel.org

THE  M.B. GLASSMAN 
FOUNDATION GOLD LUNCH & 
LEARN PROGRAM
Don’t miss a great Lunch and Learn 
class on the weekly parsha for 
seniors and retirees at the East Side 
Kosher Deli, 499 S. Elm St., at 11:30 
am. There is no charge for the lunch 
or the learning! Transporation can 
be arranged.  For more information, 
contact rmf@denverkollel.org or 
call 303-820-2855. 

 

Ask the Rabbi
Beth from New Jersey wrote:

Dear Rabbi, 

I have been working on my 
observance of lashon hara (negative 
speech) and judging others favorably, 
with limited results. Do you have any 
suggestions?

Of course the ideal would be to 
become spiritually wonderful (and 
the aversion to gossip would come by 
itself). But, I know that, sometimes, 
the action has to be forced, and the 
feelings come later. I just need some 
tips on the forcing! I have found that, 
sometimes, the best way to get rid of 
a bad habit is to sneak up on it.

If anyone has anything that they 
found worked, I would love to hear 
it! Thanks for your time!

Dear Beth,

Let’s let Rabbi Akiva answer your 
question. Yes, it’s the old “drip 
on the rock” theory. Rabbi Akiva 
realized at age forty that just as a 
sustained trickle of water can carve 
rock, so, too, sustained Torah study 
can change our heart. Solid change 
can be achieved with constant, daily 

study. So, study works about negative 
speech and judging favorably every 
day (Examples: “The Other Side 
of the Story,” “Courtrooms of the 
Mind” and “A Lesson a Day”). Even 
a few minutes a day will, over the 
course of time, create a change in 
you.

And don’t forget to judge yourself 
favorably, too. Be happy with any 
change, no matter how incremental.

If you find yourself speaking negatively 
with certain friends, you may need 
to get different friends. Avoiding 
people, places and situations that 
trigger forbidden activity is great way 
to change one’s behavior.

Here’s a stratagem to help you feel 
positive even toward people who 
annoy you: When you see someone 
doing something that bothers you, 
and you think to yourself, “What an 
obnoxious boor,” imagine the person 
as a little baby. Picture his mother’s 
unqualified love for him and her joy 
as she holds him in her arms. Now 
try to feel a little bit of that love.

Reprinted with permission from Ohr 
Somayach, Jerusalem, www.ohr.edu

How to Avoid Lashon Hara

By: Rabbi Yaakov Zions


